Mullingar Equestrian Centre to host National Inter Schools Championships
Nine Events & Nine National Titles, that’s  whats on offer at the second National Inter Schools Show jumping Championships which takes place at Mullingar Equestrian Centre on April 21st & 22nd . This all inclusive event will show case the equestrian skills of school going children from all over the country with classes catering for both primary & secondary school children. Schools show jumping continues to grow in popularity thanks to the popular Hoofprints league , SJI training clinics & equestrian centres like Mullingar who support the children through weekly lessons & competitions. Equestrian teams are an important part of a schools sport ciriculam particulary in Westmeath where schools like Loreto college & St Finians successfully compete year in & out both at home & at the famous All England Schools Championships held each July in Hickstead . Loreto college  Mullingar brought home the prestigious schools show jumping winners  trophy from Hickstead when  they represented   Ireland  in 1997 & again in 2003. 
 There could well be a chance to repeat this performance in 2012 as the winning team in the opening event on Saturday April 21st will receive  an “ Invite & Transport for three horses to the famous Hickstead Schools Championship In July .  This prize is very kindly sponsored  by  5 * international Horse Transport”&  will certainly make any trip to Hickstead  both attractive & feasible in this present climate.   On the opening day of the championships there will also be a team event for the novice riders which is always well supported as it caters for the less experienced rider. The  day will finish with two individual “ Jump Cross “ classes which is hugely popular as it combines a riders show jumping skills with cross country riding. 

In the main arena on Sunday the placings in the popular Hoofprints league will be decided as schools who have been chasing league points at over twenty venues since last September will conclude . Trophies, Rugs, Sashes & training bursaries will be presented to the winning teams & individual champions .  As the senior riders fight it out for Hoofprints points in the main arena spectators can also view the primary school children who will also be in action on Sunday in Sand arena 2.  The skill & expertise of these young riders some as young as seven will assure all those watching that sport & exercise plays an important role in their lives.   With a barbecue & disco on site as well as excellent accommodation in the locality is hoped that families/teams will stay over for the weekend & join in in all the festivities.  For further details on the event & team entry forms check out www.mullingarequestrian.com  or www.equestrianinterschools.com 
