Inter-Schools Hunter Trials

The second inter-schools hunter trials of the season took place in bright sunshine at Glandoran, Gorey on Saturday, 2nd March. This competition was a first for host school, Coláiste Bhríde, Carnew, who left no stone unturned in order to make the day run smoothly. Principal, Linda Dunne, extended a most sincere appreciation to co-ordinator, Ms Mary Rothwell, staff, parents and students for their wonderful commitment. She thanked all who competed and in particular those who travelled from as far away as Cork;  the Chapman family for the use of their lands, Gardiner Grain  and TRI Equestrian, main sponsors and  all who supported and helped to make the day a success.

In the teams of three and senior individual competition a total of 68 competitors jumped over a well-designed 24 obstacle track which provided plenty of variety including wooded areas, knockables, water obstacles and more.  The junior individual and novice pairs competitors were presented with a 90cm course of 23 jumping elements which was enjoyed by over 100 competitors.

The teams of three combinations started their rounds with gusto and realised as they went around the course that it was essential to keep up a steady pace with a suitable distance between them. The course, designed by Aubrey Chapman, allowed time for riders to keep moving forward while checking in with each other. The knockables required precision and those who threw caution to the wind at the water fence very often paid the price. Best on the day was the Coláiste Bhríde, Carnew trio of Darragh Kavanagh (Warrior), Andrew Brennan (Dougle), Aaron Brennan (Henry) who finished on 5 faults in a time of 4.48mins. Dunshaughlin Community School finished in 2nd with Enya Flynn (Killeen), Patrick Lally (Lennie) and George Benson (Cody) coming home on a combined 5 fault score in 5.14mins. The host school took 3rd place with Laura Hadden (Phoebe), Claire Redmond (Pepper) and Laura Kinsella (Sioux Skermish) jumping the last, a colourful specially designed Coláiste Bhríde brush fence and crossing the finish line with a total of 10 faults in 5.35mins. Jessie Flood (Doney), Anna Flood (Twinkle) and Sasha Dunne (Sonic), representing FCJ Bunclody, took 4th place in a team time of 5.47mins. and 10 faults.

The senior individual competition, over the same course, was enjoyed by 37 horse and rider combinations. Having already manoeuvred the course in the team competition the six placed winners returned home on a clean sheet as regards faults. 1st Michael Doyle, Avondale Community College, Rathdrum (May Lane) 4.14mins; 2nd Patrick Lally, Dunshaughlin Community College, (Lennie) 4.19mins; 3rd Thomas Gaffney, Avondale Community College,  (Aughabeg Naomi) 4.31mins; 4th Laura Kinsella, Coláiste Bhríde, Carnew  (Sioux Skermish) 4.32mins; 5th Ciaran Fleming, Gorey Community School, (Sindy) 

4.35mins; 6th Chloe Daly, Avondale Community College,  (Bagheara) 4. 43mins.

The junior individual course was inviting but required competitors to be fully awake and in tune with their mounts. With over 50 starters this was a hotly contested competition. Once again all six placed returned on 0 faults with less than 1minute separating them. 1st Orla Allen, Gorey Community School (Woodross Lad) 3.45mins; 2nd James Kenny, Coláiste Bhríde, Carnew (Black Magic) 3.52mins; 3rd Niamh Buttle, Coláiste Bríde Enniscorthy (Sir Rusty Road) 4.05mins; 4th Katie McGuinness, Coláiste Bríde Enniscorthy (Blazing Prince) 4.24mins; 5th Alannah Murphy, Newbridge College (Grey Chance) 4.34mins; 6th Max Browne, Kildare Town Community College (Pluto) 4.39mins.

The final competition was well underway by mid-afternoon and all six pairings placed finished on 0 faults. 1st Colaiste Bhríde, Carnew, Seamus Tomkins (Michael Jackson)and James Kenny (Black Magic) 4.03mins; 2nd Newbridge College, Sarah Behan (Ned) and Caoimhe Sweeney (Kippinure Steeple Jack) 4.31mins; 3rd Kildare Town Community College, Nora Jane Prendergast (Mill Choice) and Max Browne (Pluto) 4.37mins; 4th Gorey Community School, Elma Butler (Buddy) and Doireann Ryan (Amber) 4.49mins; 5th Coláiste Iosagáin, Portarlington, Laura Dempsey (Ace) and Leanne Fitzpatrick (Gill), 4.58mins; 6th Heywood Community School Laois, Tom Keightley ( Eoin) and Oisén Brennan (Inquisitive) 5.02mins.

This inaugural hunter trials event provided excellent preparation for the All Ireland Inter- schools hunter trials hosted by St. Mary’s College New Ross Co. Wexford and which will take place on Saturday 16th March at Moorefields Kennels Old Ross. 

See equestrianinterschools.com for all inter-schools equestrian activities.
