Good Counsel keeps a cool head and win in Kilkenny.

The trees were in their autumn beauty along the banks of the river Nore on Sunday 7th October when Kilkenny College hosted the latest round of the equestrianinterschools.com showjumping league.
The venue was the Top Flight Equestrian Centre, home of the Moloney family who are a byword in excellence.
The competitions began in the early morning mists with 11 teams taking part in the novice competition. The teams were drawn mainly from younger riders and they left nothing behind them in their bids for glory- apart from the odd dropped pole. Eventually 11 became four and in a well run jump off Newbridge College team of Emma O’Callaghan on Heavenly Hazel, Luke Heffernan on Ballymurray Max, Ellen Byrne on Ms Two Steps and Caoimhe Sweeney on Kippure Steeplejack were to triumph in a time of 71.91 seconds

Second place went to St Leo’s College Carlow who had four faults but a sizzling time of 57.71 seconds, while third place went to the combined team from Grennan College, Thomastown and FCJ Bunclody, and fourth place went to St Angela’s Ursuline waterford.

Newbridge College also claimed the  Best turned out team prize.  
The novice individual was claimed by Rory Doyle riding Coolio who pipped runner up Rebecca Nevin on Blaze when romping home in 30.109 seconds.

The White Cup was the main event and the course was indeed challenging for all riders. The fences on the outside arena and the indoor proved difficult as team after team brought down poles. It was designed to improve riders skills and certainly did so. While some grumbled that it wasn’t easy others recognised it for the challenge it was.

39 teams began the competition and at the end of the day there were only two teams clear and they were from the same school. The young men of Good Counsel College, New Ross had triumphed over all the other schools from south and central Leinster and east Munster. It was a great triumph for the College that had memorably hosted the All-Ireland Interschools Hunter Trials in recent years. The two Good counsel teams jumped off against each other for first and second place. 

1st place went to Good Counsel White Team of Cian Aylward on Coppenagh Tom Sparrow, Jack Kehoe on Thornby, Oisin Aylward on Coppenagh Atena, and Darryl Murphy on Milly in a time of 80.36 seconds with 4 faults.
2nd place were Good Counsel Blue team  of Eoin Byrne on Kitestown Cherry, Aidan Byrne on Bailey’s Piper, Jim Redmond on Little Romeo, and Jack D’alton on Camblin Luxury, in a time of 59.02 seconds but had 12 faults in the jump-off. 
Four teams were involved in a jump off for the minor placings when finishing the qualifying rounds on four faults apiece. Fastest of these was the Loreto Kilkenny Black team,  Nicola Ring, Hannah Walsh Brennan Ashley McGuinness and Anna Carway who claimed 3rd place while 4th place were Loreto Wexford, and 5th place went to Knockbeg College Carlow, and 6th place went to St. Kieran’s College Kilkenny.

Best turned out team in this competition were Newbridge College Black, Lauren Heffernan, Hannah Sutton, Aoife Murphy and Gillian Wall 
The open individual was won in fine style by Hannah Holden from Our Lady of Lourdes, Rosbercon  riding Roxy Twister with Loughlin Hogan  on Ed's Choice from the host school Kilkenny College taking 2nd place. 
